Our plan to save the White Swan from development as housing has moved into the next phase.  Although we are still waiting to hear from Scarborough Borough Council whether or not they have approved our bid to have the Swan listed as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ and the decisions on the planning applications, this does not mean that we have nothing to do whilst we wait!
Firstly, we have been in touch with ‘Locality’, the organisation which deals with funding to exercise our ‘Right to Bid’.  They have accepted that we are ready to start the process so now we are gathering the evidence necessary to complete our application for a ‘Pre- Feasibility Grant’.  If we are successful with this, we could get a grant of between £5,000 and £10,000 for capacity building and other training to ensure we are fully prepared for the next stage – Getting Ready to Bid.
Secondly, four of us went up to Coverdale in the Dales National Park, to meet with the people there who have transformed their local, ‘The Foresters Arms’, into a Community Pub.  Their story is truly inspirational and the way they went about buying and transforming their pub has given us ideas about how we can proceed.

One of the things we need to be able to demonstrate in our application for a Pre Feasibility Grant is that we have sought the views of our local community.  We are proposing to do this using another mail drop to every house in the village.  This time, we will be inviting residents to give their views on our proposals so if you can help with some delivering it would be very much appreciated!
If you want to keep in touch our email is saveourswan@yahoo.com .  We also now have a website www.saveourswan.yolasite.com and the twitter link is Follow@SaveOurSwan.
We would love to hear from you!

Linda (SOS)

